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First Ever Look at Child and Youth Homelessness Data
at County and Congressional District Levels

Data Analyses Reveal Impact of Pandemic and Patterns of Under-identification

WASHINGTON, D.C. – National non-pro�t SchoolHouse Connection and Poverty Solutions at the
University of Michigan today released searchable data pro�les that make available—for the �rst time—data on
child and youth homelessness at the county and congressional district levels, as well as the national, state, and
school district levels.

The pro�les raise awareness of the scale and impact of homelessness on children and youth and underscore the
need for action to meet their needs.

“As a new session of Congress begins, and many state legislative sessions commence, these data pro�les will help
shine a light on a hidden population of vulnerable children and youth,” said Barbara Du�eld, Executive
Director, SchoolHouse Connection. “We hope policymakers and practitioners alike use the pro�les to
understand gaps in support, and to take action to prevent today’s homeless children and youth from becoming
tomorrow’s homeless adults.”

The county, congressional district, and school district pro�les include the following data:
● The numbers of PreK-12 children and youth identi�ed as experiencing homelessness and enrolled in

school in the 2020-2021 school year, including the number of students experiencing homelessness as a
percentage of all students and the percent of school-aged children living in poverty

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://poverty.umich.edu/
https://poverty.umich.edu/
http://bit.ly/3RR48Ca


● The living situation of children and youth when they were �rst identi�ed as homeless
● Status as English learner, special education student, migrant, and/or unaccompanied youth (youth not

in the physical custody of a parent or guardian)
● Race/ethnicity of identi�ed children and youth experiencing homelessness
● The number/percent of school districts that received dedicated federal funding to support children and

youth experiencing homelessness (county/Congressional district); or federal funding subgrant status
(school district)

The state and national pro�les include these additional data elements:
● Estimates of children under age 6 experiencing homelessness
● Number/percent of young children experiencing homelessness enrolled in Head Start or Early Head

Start
● High school graduation rates
● The number of unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness who completed the Free Application

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) over the past three years
● The number of school districts that received one-time COVID relief funds (known as the American

Rescue Plan - Homeless Children and Youth funds), including as a percentage of all school districts.

“One of the important elements of the data pro�les is that they allow communities to explore where
under-identi�cation of children experiencing homelessness may be taking place. We know that
under-identi�cation is widespread and that it negatively impacts children, depriving them of critical support.
With these data, communities can change this long standing issue,” said Jennifer Erb-Downward, director of
housing stability programs and policy initiatives at U-M’s Poverty Solutions.

The data pro�les are accompanied by two new analyses:
● An analysis of patterns of under-identi�cation among school districts that do and do not receive

dedicated funding to serve children and youth experiencing homelessness, including rural school
districts and public charter schools. The analysis reveals that the likelihood of under-identi�cation is
much higher in school districts without dedicated funding, and that the number of school districts
receiving dedicated homeless education funding more than doubled as a result of a bipartisan
amendment to the American Rescue Plan Act, now reaching over half of all school districts.

● An analysis of recent trends in child and youth homelessness that show the impact of the pandemic,
including a disproportionate decline in enrollment and increase in chronic absenteeism.

The child and youth homelessness data pro�les will be updated in Fall 2023 to incorporate 2021-2022 data,
include more early childhood data, and show trends over time.
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About SchoolHouse Connection
SchoolHouse Connection is a national non-pro�t organization working to overcome homelessness through
education. We provide strategic advocacy and practical assistance in partnership with schools, early childhood
programs, institutions of higher education, service providers, families, and youth. Our vision is that children and
youth experiencing homelessness have full access to quality learning, birth through higher education, so they will
never be homeless as adults, and the next generation will never be homeless. To learn more, please visit
schoolhouseconnection.org

About Poverty Solutions at the University of Michigan
Poverty Solutions is a university-wide presidential initiative at the University of Michigan that partners with
communities and policymakers to �nd new ways to prevent and alleviate poverty through action-based research.
We bring data, evidence, and analysis to identify critical issues and evidence-based solutions. Working in
partnership, we can inform concrete action that empowers families to live healthy and productive lives.


