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Introduction



SchoolHouse Connection works to overcome homelessness through education. We provide 
strategic advocacy and practical assistance in partnership with schools, early childhood 

programs, institutions of higher education, service providers, families, and youth.

Website

Federal and state policy advocacy

Q&A from our inbox

Webinars and implementation tools

Youth leadership and scholarship

About SchoolHouse Connection

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org


Our Agenda:

1. ARP-HCY overview
2. Why a needs assessment?
3. Needs assessment demonstration
4. Using the needs assessment with 

and in LEAs
5. Q&A



ARP Homeless 
Children and Youth



Homelessness and Education

Leading to:
● High rates of chronic absenteeism
● Double the rates of punitive 

discipline
● Lower graduation rates

Homelessness causes:
● Chronic health problems
● Trauma
● Mobility

And the lack of a high school degree is the
Greatest single risk factor for young adult homelessness.



How much ARP-HCY funding is your LEA 
receiving?

● Poll



American Rescue Plan 
Homeless Children and Youth (ARP HCY] Funding

Appropriation specifically for children and youth experiencing 
homelessness = $800 million

ARP-HCY I ≋ $200 million
Competitive subgrants

ARP-HCY II ≋ $600 million
Formula grants
Consortia

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://oese.ed.gov/offices/american-rescue-plan/american-rescue-plan-elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-homeless-children-youth-arp-hcy


LEA Allowable Uses for ARP-HCY

1. Any expenses that are reasonable and necessary to facilitate the identification, 
enrollment, retention, and educational success of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness

1. Any purposes permitted by the EHCY program
2. Connect students and families to enrichment programs
3. Provide wraparound services (academic supports, trauma-informed care, 

social-emotional support, and mental health services)
4. Purchase needed supplies (e.g., PPE, eyeglasses, school supplies, personal care 

items)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1utfV3GWjtAuUHA3wujvTV7sfz_HVVmkIoj9QSLvcf50/edit


LEA Allowable Uses for ARP-HCY per ED (cont.)

6. Provide transportation to enable children and youth to attend classes and 
participate fully in school activities (excess costs only)

7. Purchase cell phones or other technological devices to enable students to 
attend and fully participate in school activities

8. Pay for short-term, temporary housing (e.g., a few days in a motel) when the 
only reasonable option for COVID-safe temporary housing and necessary to 
enable students to attend school and participate fully in school activities 

9. Provide store cards/prepaid debit cards to purchase materials necessary for 
students to participate in school activities

10. Increase liaison and McKinney-Vento program capacity



Community Partnerships

● Both SEAs and LEAs are encouraged to “award contracts to community-based 
organizations that are well-positioned to identify children and youth experiencing 
homelessness in historically underserved populations such as:
○ rural children and youth,
○ Tribal children and youth,
○ students of color,
○ children and youth with disabilities,
○ English learners,
○ LGBTQ+ youth, and
○ pregnant, parenting, or caregiving students, and

● connect them to educationally-related support and wraparound services”



Disproportionate incidence of homelessness



Strategic Use of Funds

● ARP HCY must not replace funds that are otherwise available or 
provide services that are otherwise provided.
○ ESSER, Title I, district funds
○ Devices, enrichment, school meals, other programs 

provided to other students
○ Community agencies
○ Other federal funds/programs outside of school



Funds Available to Support Children and Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness

1. Access to School and Learning: ESSER

2. Early childhood: Child Care, Head Start, Home Visiting

3. Higher Ed: Emergency Financial Aid Grants

4. Housing Assistance: HOME Investment Partnership Program, Emergency Housing Choice 

Vouchers, Emergency Rental Assistance

5. Technology and Connectivity: E-Rate, Emergency Broadband Benefit

6. Food: National School Lunch Program, Pandemic-EBT, SNAP

7. Health/Mental Health: ESSER, Federal Insurance Market Place

8. Income Support: Earned Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, Stimulus Payments



Strategic Use of Funds (cont.)

● Support the specific and urgent needs of students experiencing 
homelessness, “including reduced identification of such students, decreased 
enrollment in school, interrupted classroom instruction, and challenges 
navigating services for shelter/housing, clothing and school supplies, food, 
and child care.” 

● Support the work of the liaison and “build capacity in LEAs, which will help to 
identify greater numbers of students experiencing homelessness and better 
coordinate services for those students.”



Youth Risk Behavior Survey Data Analysis



Strategic Use of Funds:
The Needs Assessment

● Why did Rhode Island’s Department of Education want to 
provide LEAs with a template needs assessment to help 
guide ARP-HCY expenditures?

● What elements were important to include in a needs 
assessment?





Deploying the Needs Assessment

● What kind of support have you provided to LEAs to help 
them use the needs assessment and otherwise use 
ARP-HCY funds strategically?

● Have you gotten any feedback from LEAs about 
challenges or successes?



Questions?



Additional SHC Resources

1. ARP-HCY Spotlights
2. How to Use American Rescue Plan Act K-12 Education Funds to Identify 

and Support Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness
3. Supporting Young Children and Families Experiencing Homelessness with 

American Rescue Plan Act Funds
4. Overview of U.S. Department of Education Guidance on American Rescue 

Plan Act Homeless Children and Youth Funding
5. Navigating the American Rescue Plan Act’s Relief for Children, Youth, and 

Families Experiencing Homelessness

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/arp-hcy/

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/how-to-use-arp-funds/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/how-to-use-arp-funds/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/supporting-young-children-with-arp-funds/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/supporting-young-children-with-arp-funds/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/overview-of-used-guidance-on-arp/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/overview-of-used-guidance-on-arp/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/covid-relief-navigation-tool/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/covid-relief-navigation-tool/


Thank you!
● Our website: https://schoolhouseconnection.org  

● Sign up for our newsletter: https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up 

● Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection 

● Facebook Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection/ 

● Twitter: https://twitter.com/SchoolHouseConn  

● Medium: https://medium.com/@SchoolHouseConnection 

● Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/SchoolHouseConnection 

https://schoolhouseconnection.org
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection/
https://twitter.com/SchoolHouseConn%E2%80%8B
https://medium.com/@SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.instagram.com/SchoolHouseConnection

