
http://bit.ly/SHC-NN4Y20 
 

Top Takeaways from The Experts 
State Policy Advocacy to Prevent and Solve Youth Homelessness \\ Monday, March 2nd 3:50-5pm 

 

Presenter: Patricia Julianelle – patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org 

1. State Advocacy Training Webinar Series. Episode 1 provides an overview of our state advocacy methodology and 

includes sample policy surveys for young people and advocates, a sample agenda for a State Advocacy Institute, and 

sample activities to engage stakeholders and young people in policy advocacy. Episode 2 is an advocacy “how-to” 

guide, sharing tools and skills for state and federal policy advocacy, including a sample policy agenda and sample 

policy brief. (https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/policy-advocacy/state-policy/) 

2. An important step in policy advocacy is knowing what legislation already exists on an issue. “State Laws to Support 

Youth Experiencing Homelessness” provides state-specific information and model statutes on four categories of 

state laws: 

• Laws allowing unaccompanied homeless minors to consent for housing and shelter services; 

• Laws empowering unaccompanied minors to consent for routine medical care; 

• Laws that mitigate the effects of mobility to help students experiencing homelessness graduate from high 

school; and 

• Laws supporting students experiencing homelessness in higher education. 

3. Keep up-to-date on pending state legislation through our website and also the National Conference of State 

Legislatures’ Homeless Youth Policy Scan at https://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/homeless-youth-policy-

scan.aspx. 

4. For information about state requirements for IDs and birth certificates, check out NN4Y’s resources at 

https://nn4youth.org/learn/resources/state_ids/  

 

Presenter: Rashida Crutchfield – Rashida.crutchfield@csulb.edu  

1. Intersegmental collaboration can be crucial to progressive approaches to policy development, implementation and 
evaluation. In California, we worked in collaboration across our University of California, California State University, 
and California Community College state educational segments to achieve a variety of victories in research and policy. 
Collab-petition can be more challenging than going alone, but is often the most effective approach to 
comprehensive and innovative responses. 

2. In policy advocacy, seek to add depth to the discussion when the narrative inevitably shifts to scarcity of resources. 
3. More than ever, we are reminded that legislators are people, just like the rest of us. Work with your local higher 

education institutions to generate data to ground your advocacy. Along with presentations grounded in data, tell a 
story that personifies the issue without stigmatizing the population. 

4. California Homeless Youth Project advances and engage relevant policies in California. Seek them for resources. 
Measuring Our Success: Campus Supports for College Students Experiencing Food & Housing Insecurity 
(https://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/MeasuringSuccess-CHYP.pdf)  

5. One resource available that explores California policy development and provides advice on how to support 
development of collaborative programs to address homelessness on college and university campuses: Addressing 
Homelessness and Housing Insecurity in Higher Education: Strategies for Educational Leaders 
(https://www.tcpress.com/addressing-homelessness-and-housing-insecurity-in-higher-education-9780807761434)  
Hallett, R. E., Crutchfield, R. M., & Maguire, J. J. (2019). Addressing homelessness and housing insecurity in higher 

education: Strategies for educational leaders. New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

 

Presenter: Ed Hinde –  ed@shipfrederick.com  

1. View the passing of law as a lengthy process requiring multiple inputs and considerations. 

2. Build cross-functional allies across a broad range of not-always-endemic advocates. 

3. Include relationships and support across applicable state agencies, but again they don't have to be endemic to the 

issue. 

4. Work the "back room" - relationships are critical to convincing and rallying support. 

5. Anticipate objections, and be prepared to answer those objections. 
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Presenter: Chris Bicknell – chris@newbeginmaine.org  

1. Get to know your legislators; learn who is interested in what types of policy, invite them for program tours and hang 

out in the statehouse cafeteria. 

2. Observe committee meetings, working sessions and hearings before you testify so you know what to expect. 

3. The first time you testify do it in support of someone else’s bill so there is not as much pressure. Others to support 

could be your local CWA, DOE, local ACLU, DV providers and adult homeless providers. 

4. If possible, submit any testimony ahead of time so legislators have time to read it before the committee hearing. 

5. Don’t read your testimony verbatim, synopsize and tell a compelling story and come prepared with data to support 

your testimony. 

 

Presenter: Ingrid Lofgren – ILofgren@hprplaw.org  

1. Youth and others with relevant lived experience are the most compelling advocates.  It is critically important to 

partner with and support youth and others with lived experience in developing and advocating for solutions.  

Policymakers need to hear directly how people are affected by an issue. 

2. Relationships and communication are everything.  Always act with integrity and work to build trust and credibility 

among stakeholders in your community.  You never know when a particular contact or connection will be critical to 

achieving your goals.  Cultivating deeper relationships with key champions over time can be a game changer. 

3. The best way to learn is by doing.  You can gain the knowledge and skills necessary for effective legislative advocacy 

very quickly if you are on the ground going to meetings, hearings, and floor sessions.  Find someone to shadow, ask 

lots of questions, be willing to do whatever is needed, and don’t be intimidated – everyone has to start somewhere! 

4. Care about issues, but don’t forget about procedure.  Many bills fail not because of their substance but because of 

procedural hurdles, like not getting a timely vote or problems with amendments.  The more you understand 

procedure, the more you can avoid these pitfalls and use the process to your strategic advantage. 

5. Don’t shy away from the long game.  Policy change can take years, so don’t be afraid to get started on a daunting 

goal.  Even if a bill doesn’t pass, educating legislators on your issue will pay off in the future.  Think strategically 

about how you can build your case over time.  For instance, you might start with a bill focused on getting the data 

you need to support your case for funding or a change in the law. 

mailto:chris@newbeginmaine.org
mailto:ILofgren@hprplaw.org

