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Top Takeaways from The Experts 

Community Collaborations: Education, Housing, and Supportive Services \\ Monday, March 2nd 2:30-3:40pm 

 

Presenter: Jillian Sitjar – jillian@schoolhouseconnection.org  

1. There are about 3.5 million young adults (18-25 year old) experiencing homelessness on their own over the course 

of the year.  

2. About 16% of university students and 17% of community college students have experienced homelessness over the 

course of the year according to the most recent Hope Center report.   

3. Young people experiencing homelessness believe a connection with a positive, supportive adult is key to being 

successful in school.  

4. College students, and specifically homeless college students, are not a homogenous group. Traditionally aged youth 

have distinct challenges like filling out the FAFSA and transitioning from high school whereas older students might 

have other unique barriers like being eligible for support programs and finding housing options.  

5. Collaboration between organizations can strengthen the support for students.   

 

Presenter: Fallon Stewart – fallon@maslowproject.com  

1. Educate & Engage Your Community  

2. Strategic Relationships with Fellow Leaders / Influencers 

3. Think beyond Educational Interventions (whole person model) 

4. Shift the Culture from Silos to Shared Investment  

5. No effort is ever wasted! 

 

Presenter: Renee Ensor Pope – renee.pope@maryland.gov  

1. Shared ownership with intentional intersections and continuous inclusion of new partners - shift power  

2. Strategic system design - client-centered versus funding centered 

3. Alignment of plans - intentionally identify homeless youth as a priority subpopulation in relevant community plans 

4. Budget process - find champions and develop the political will to intentionally fund youth-specific homeless and 

housing interventions  

5. Data!  

6. Think macro while building micro  

7. Don’t wait to start. If homeless is only seen as a homeless system responsibility, the homeless system will always be 

responsible for solving it  

 

Presenter: Rashida Crutchfield – Rashida.crutchfield@csulb.edu  

1. The CSU Basic Needs Initiative (https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/student-success/basic-needs-
initiative/Pages/default.aspx) is grounded in collaborative efforts across its 23 campuses, with the University of 
California and California Community Colleges, local and state community based agencies, and the California State 
Legislature. Collab-petition can be more challenging than going alone, but is often the most effective approach to 
comprehensive and innovative response. 

2. California State University, Long Beach Basic Needs Program has been used as a model program 
(http://web.csulb.edu/divisions/students/basic_needs_program/)  

3. SNAP/CalFresh application assistance program (https://www2.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/student-
success/basic-needs-initiative/Pages/calfresh-and-the-csu.aspx) can be a critical collaborative effort between 
campuses and county departments of health and human services. 

4. Seek models for mobile apps that can encourage collaboration with surrounding organizations. 
a. Beach Bites CSULB (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.csulb.edu.beachbites&hl=en_US)  
b. PeriDeals (http://perideals.com)  

5. One resource available to support development of collaborative programs to address homelessness on college and 
university campuses: Addressing Homelessness and Housing Insecurity in Higher Education: Strategies for 
Educational Leaders (https://www.tcpress.com/addressing-homelessness-and-housing-insecurity-in-higher-
education-9780807761434) 
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