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About SchoolHouse 
Connection
SchoolHouse Connection works to 
overcome homelessness through 
education. We provide strategic advocacy 
and technical assistance in partnership 
with schools, early childhood programs, 
institutions of higher education, service 
providers, families, and youth.

● Website: 
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org  

● Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection/

● Newsletter:
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up/

● Federal and state policy advocacy
● Q&A from our inbox
● Webinars and implementation tools
● Youth leadership and scholarships



http://bit.ly/SHC-NN4Y20
Resources . Handouts. Presentations. 



Why State 
Policy 
Advocacy?
Many of the policies 
most important for 
preventing and 
addressing youth 
homelessness fall under 
state law.

State early care and 
education policy

Child welfare

Minor consent for shelter/housing

Health and mental health insurance and 
access

Access to vital 
documents

Employment programs

State funding for 
services



Why Should You  Get Involved?

You are experts.
- Others don’t know 
what you know.
- Good policies are 
informed policies.

No one else is 
likely to take up 
these issues.
- Youth experiencing 
homelessness are 
invisible to the public 
and to policymakers.

As constituents, you 
have the most 
power to effect 
change. 
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Building 
Teams for 
Change

A state policy 
framework rooted 
in the realities of 
local 
communities, 
representing 
locally-devised 
solutions.



Key StakeholdersListen
State Policy Assessments Our 

Approach 
to State 
Policy 

Advocacy State Advocacy 
Institute

- Open discussions over time, 
in person and virtual
- State Advocacy Work Plan
- Draft bill language and 
supporting documents

Youth and Young 
Adult Leadership



Today’s Panel
● Chris Bicknell, Executive Director, New Beginnings, ME
● Rashida Crutchfield, Associate Professor, School of 

Social Work, California State University, Long Beach
● Ed Hinde, Executive Director, SHIP of Frederick County, 

MD
● Ingrid Lofgren, Homeless Youth Initiative Director, 

Homeless Persons Representation Project, MD
● Facilitator: Patricia Julianelle, Director of Program 

Advancement and Legal Affairs, SchoolHouse 
Connection
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ABOUT THE ABA HOMELESS 
YOUTH LEGAL NETWORK 
The American Bar Association Homeless 
Youth Legal Network was established to 
increase legal services for youth and young 
adults experiencing homelessness to remove 
administrative, civil and criminal legal 
barriers—as well as systemic policy 
barriers—to housing, education, employment, 
benefits, treatment and services.



HYLN serves a catalyst and convener to 
address the legal issues of homeless youth 
and improve outcomes for those 
transitioning from the child welfare system 
and exiting the juvenile justice system. The 
ABA invites federal partners and national, 
state and local organizations to join the 
effort.

For more information, please 
contact: 
Kelly Russo
Director, ABA Commission on 
Homelessness and Poverty
(202) 662-1699
kelly.russo@americanbar.org



Resources  • National directory of legal 
service providers 

• Federal advocacy and model 
state statutes

• Technical assistance to 
communities and stakeholders

• Model legal services programs 
and data

• Webinars, reports, articles, 
toolkits and more!

Visit ambar.org/HYLN for:



The manual provides innovative strategies for educators and 
school administrators, state coordinators and policymakers, 
and advocates and attorneys to ensure the education rights of 
children and youth experiencing homelessness. 

The new edition addresses recent changes in federal law and 
regulations. It addresses redetermining homeless status, best 
practices for serving students displaced by natural disasters, 
early childhood education, relevant federal guidance, and case 
summaries. It includes a section on foster care, making it an 
excellent resource for child welfare caseworkers and 
advocates.

It is the most comprehensive resource on the education of 
students experiencing homelessness available. Many State 
Departments of Education (as well as school districts) have 
purchased it in bulk and distributed copies to liaisons, as 
well as to each school district and school administrator.



Engage:
• Visit our website: 

ambar.org/HYLN

• Follow us on Twitter: 
@ABAHYLN; and Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ABAHYLN 

• Join our listserv of over 450 
advocates across the country by 
e-mailing hyln@americanbar.org

• Request free Technical 
Assistance: 
Kelly.Russo@americanbar.org 



Q&A
Are you ready to get involved with policy advocacy in your 

state? If so, contact SHC for help or to join in our 
advocacy work in your state. 

patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org 
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Resources
● State Advocacy Training Webinar Series

● State Laws to Support Youth Experiencing Homelessness

○ https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/policy-advocacy/state-policy/

● “Alone Without A Home” 

○ Reviews current laws affecting youth in all 50 states and six U.S. 

territories, highlights best practices, and recommends policies that 

prioritize the unique needs of unaccompanied homeless youth. 

https://www.nn4youth.org/wp-content/uploads/Alone-Without-A-Home

-2019.pdf 
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