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About 
SchoolHouse 
Connection

SchoolHouse Connection works 
to overcome homelessness 
through education. We provide 
strategic advocacy and technical 
assistance in partnership with 
schools, early childhood 
programs, institutions of higher 
education, service providers, 
families, and youth.

● Website: http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org  

● Facebook Group

● Newsletter: https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up/ 

● Federal and state policy advocacy

● Q&A from our inbox

● Webinars and implementation tools

● Youth leadership and scholarships

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up/


Housekeeping

HAVE A QUESTION?
This webinar is for you. Enter your questions 
in the questions pane and click ‘Send’. We 
will save time at the end of the webinar to 
answer them.

RECORDING & HANDOUTS
An archive of this webinar and all materials 
will be posted here.

If you’ve signed up for this webinar, you will 
receive a link to the recording in an email 
after the webinar is over.

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/webinars/archived-webinars


Our Agenda

● Background on the YRBS and 
homelessness

● How researchers, states and 
advocates have used the data

● Putting homelessness 
questions on the standard 
questionnaire

● Advocacy strategies



Background on the YRBS and Homelessness
Patricia Julianelle, SchoolHouse Connection



About the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey (YRBS)

● Developed by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in 1990 to assess health risk behaviors.

● 2017 YRBS optional question list included two questions 
pertaining to homelessness: 

○ reveal prevalence of youth homelessness
○ exposes disproportionate health and mental health 

risks of youth experiencing homelessness



YRBS Homelessness Question #1

During the past 30 days, where did you usually 
sleep?
 
A. In my parent's or guardian's home 
B. In the home of a friend, family member, or other person 

because I had to leave my home or my parent or guardian 
cannot afford housing

C. In a shelter or emergency housing
D. In a motel or hotel
E. In a car, park, campground, or other public place
F. I do not have a usual place to sleep
G. Somewhere else

27 states 
used this 
question 
in 2019.



2019 YRBS



YRBS Homelessness Question #2

During the past 30 days, did you ever sleep away 
from your parents or guardians because you were 
kicked out, ran away, or were abandoned? 

A. Yes
B. No

20 states 
used this 
question 
in 2019.



2019 YRBS



YRBS Data Analysis:
Prevalence of Homelessness



YRBS Data Analysis:
Race and Ethnicity



YRBS Data Analysis:
Sexual Orientation



YRBS Data Analysis:
Mental Health



YRBS Data Analysis:
Substance Abuse



YRBS Data Analysis:
Sexual Violence



How have researchers, states and advocates 
used the data?
● Heather Denny, Montana Office of Public Instruction
● Andrew Palomo, National Network for Youth



Self-reported Risk Factors 



Relating data to your audience

• Attendance issues – focus on reasons why students 
don’t come to school (bullying and safety)

• Test scores – if kids aren’t attending they aren’t learning 
the material

• Graduation/credit accrual – same as test scores
• School climate (same issues – bullying and safety)
• Mental health (depression and suicidal ideation)
• Suicide (notice that in Montana’s data the interventions 

aren’t getting to the right students)



Using the power of YRBS Data for change
a presentation on

Presented by the National Network for Youth

February 2020



National Network for 
Youth

● Data inspires progress and galvanizes change. To know 
where we need to go, we need to know what we’ve 
achieved – where progress is being made and where major 
challenges remain.

● Data matters because it not only measures progress, it 
inspires it. Accurate reporting allows us to see where 
successful policy or programmatic interventions are taking 
root so that we can replicate those successes; 

● Knowing the exact challenges facing young people 
experiencing homelessness will help to guide policies, 
develop effective interventions, set targets, and monitor 
progress

Data are a powerful tool that can 
help programs, communities, and 
states

The Power of Data1

National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org



National Network for 
Youth

Community Level Usage

Agency Level Uses

Data for Storytelling

State’s use of YRBS data

YRBS Data can be used everywhere2

National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org



National Network for 
Youth

• Data can help tell a story when 

writing a grant

• How to provide services beyond 

housing, there are other risk 

factors that can be looked at.

• The YRBS has a lot of 

information on these various 

risk factors. 

Drop-in center’s use of Data in grant 
writing

In Pennsylvania, a group of agencies were 
able to develop the need for a drop-in 
center in their community using various 
sources of data, including the YRBS. 

YRBS Data3

National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org



National Network for 
Youth

• Local Cross-System Collaborations: YRBS data can be used to  leverage 

partners.  In one of cross -system projects data is brought up and used 

as discussion points about issues occurring in their  community. 

•  Discrepancies in data: Various sources are seeing different things and 

what does it mean and how can communities strategies to solve 

problems

• Can help communities develop common performance measures: 

Tracking progress and helping people have common language.  

Communities use YRBS 
data

YRBS Data
4

National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org



National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org

Storytelling
More Data

5

National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org

Storytelling is about using human communication to 
help an audience develop a connection to that 
information. Storytelling helps to connect the dots 
between data, personal stories, and a broad range of 
human experiences to shift the narrative on youth 
experiencing homelessness. 



National Network for 
Youth

Thank You

This webinar is intended for general information and educational purposes only and does not 

replace independent professional judgment nor constitutes legal or professional advice. No 

user should act based on any material contained in the webinar without obtaining proper 

legal or other professional advice specific to their situation. The content of the webinar 

cannot be repurposed or replicated without the expressed written permission of the National 

Network for Youth (NN4Y).

Andrew.Palomo@NN4Youth.org

Andrew Palomo

member@nn4youth.org

BECOME A MEMBER

CONNECT WITH NN4Y

info@nn4youth.org

QUESTIONS

741 8th St SE A, Washington, DC 20003

(202) 783-7949

NN4Y

Follow us on Twitter @nn4youth

National Network for 
Youth

www.nn4youth.org · info@nn4youth.org





Putting homelessness questions on the 
standard high school questionnaire

Nancy Brener, PhD, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



National Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention

Nancy Brener, PhD
School-based Surveillance Branch
Division of Adolescent and School Health

Process for Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS) 
Questionnaire Revision
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YRBSS Questionnaires

• Standard YRBS questionnaire
• 89 questions
• Starting point for all state, territorial, local, and tribal questionnaires

• National YRBS questionnaire
•  89 standard questions + 10 CDC-added questions = 99 questions
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How is the standard YRBS questionnaire developed?

1. Solicit input on additions, deletions, and modifications from subject 
matter experts
• CDC, other federal agencies, state and local agencies, national 

nongovernmental organizations, general public
2. Compile and review submitted requests
3. Create ballots
4. Distribute ballots to state and local YRBS coordinators
5. Tally ballot results and decide on final content
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What happens if a new question does not receive enough 
votes?

• Considered for national questionnaire
• Added to Optional Question List

• 225+ questions
• Organized by topic
• Consistent with standard question wording 
and format
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Questionnaire Modification

•Sites can delete, change, and add questions
• Must use two thirds of standard questions without changes (60 q)
• Cannot exceed 99 questions total

33
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How can I advocate for the homelessness question?

• Reach out to YRBS coordinators
• Encourage them to vote in favor of adding the question

• If question is voted on to the standard questionnaire, encourage 
coordinators to keep the question when modifying their questionnaires

• If question is not voted on to the standard questionnaire, encourage 
coordinators to choose it from the Optional Question List when 
modifying their questionnaires
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Timeline

1. Solicit input on additions, deletions, and modifications from subject 
matter experts (through January 2020)
• CDC, other federal agencies, state and local agencies, national 

nongovernmental organizations, general public
2. Compile and review submitted requests (January-February 2020)
3. Create ballots (March 2020)
4. Distribute ballots to state and local YRBS coordinators (April 2020)
5. Tally ballot results and decide on final content (May 2020)
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For More Information

• Web: www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth
• Twitter: @CDC_DASH
• E-mail: nccddashinfo@cdc.gov
• Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636)

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth
mailto:nccddashinfo@cdc.gov


Advocacy Strategies

● Share background information (see SchoolHouse Connection’s Advocacy 
Memo for Adding Homelessness Questions to the 2021 YRBS Standard 
Questionnaire)

● Why would these questions help students in your community?
○ Improve identification
○ Identify needed services
○ Obtain support and funding for school services
○ Obtain support and funding for community services, including housing
○ Support student safety, health, and success

● Contact information for your state’s YRBS Coordinator is available at 
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs (under Advocacy)

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs


Q&A



Resources

SchoolHouse Connection
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/

Short briefs on specific YRBS data elements
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/studen
t-homelessness-lessons-from-the-youth-risk-be
havior-survey-yrbs/

YRBS Research, Practice and Advocacy Tools
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs

Centers for Disease Control YRBS information
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/in
dex.htm 

For help getting homelessness questions on 
your state’s YRBS, contact Patricia Julianelle, 
patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/student-homelessness-lessons-from-the-youth-risk-behavior-survey-yrbs/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/student-homelessness-lessons-from-the-youth-risk-behavior-survey-yrbs/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/student-homelessness-lessons-from-the-youth-risk-behavior-survey-yrbs/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm
mailto:patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org


Patricia Julianelle
Director of Program Advancement and Legal Affairs

patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org 

THANK YOU!

Supported by:

mailto:patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org

