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Lack of Education:
An Overlooked Root Cause of Homelessness

Source: Chapin Hall, Voices of Youth Count
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Education Offers the Surest Path Out of Homelessness,
Today and for Generations to Come

Children in quality preschool programs are more likely to graduate from high school and own homes.

99% of the jobs created since the Great Recession have gone to workers with at least some postsecondary
education.

High school and college graduation are linked to other important indicators of health and well-being.
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Why is education important to you?
“A large portion of my family, immediate or otherwise, is
uneducated. As a result of this lack of education, I have
witnessed them all struggle with drug addiction, alcoholism,
poverty, homelessness, and the inability to get/keep a job,
among other challenges. Being a child born into this, I have had
to suffer because of someone else’s inability to properly provide
for me. Growing up and always having to struggle for the
simplest of needs made me determined to end the cycle of
poverty with me. The best way I can do that: get an
education. I want to be able to provide not only for myself but
my future family, as well as help my family who is struggling
and even those outside my family. In order to gain a platform
and ability to accomplish such a feat, I have to start somewhere:
college.”

-Destiny Dickerson, SchoolHouse
Connection Scholar
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Historical Perspective: Homelessness & Education
M-V Enacted:
● State Coordinators
● Remove Barriers
● $4.6 million

1987

●
●

Liaisons in
subgrants
Anti-segregation
policy

1994

1990

●
●

Local grants
Permits liaison

IDEA reauthorization
Child Care and Development Block
Grant reauthorization

2004

2001
NCLB amendments to M-V
●
Liaison in all LEAs
●
Immediate
enrollment
●
School of Origin
●
Transportation
●
$70 million

2014

2007

Head Start Act
Higher Education Act
(FAFSA)

2015
ESSA amendments to M-V:
●
Liaison able to carry out
duties
●
School of origin includes
PreK
●
Credit accrual, counselors
●
Liaisons must help with
FAFSA
●
$85 million

2016:
A Landmark
Year
A Landmark Year
●

●

Prior to
2016

●

Every Student Succeeds Act went into effect
(disaggregated graduation and achievement
data; emphasis on early childhood and
higher education connections)
New Head Start and Child Care regulations
issued
Hidden in Plain Sight report published

2016
Efforts on education and homelessness were
focused largely on access/enrollment

YOU ARE HERE

We asked ourselves
two questions:
How could we build on this
momentum?

What could we learn from other
national campaigns, like Building a
Grad Nation?
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Education Leads Home: A National Campaign
Building Stronger Futures for Homeless Students
Three Bold Goals:
● Young children will participate in
quality early childhood programs at
the same rate as their housed peers
by 2026.
● High school students will reach a 90
percent graduation rate by 2030.
● Postsecondary students will reach a
60 percent postsecondary
attainment rate by 2034.

Core Partners:
● SchoolHouse Connection
● Civic
● America’s Promise Alliance
● Institute for Children, Poverty &
Homelessness
● EducationCounsel
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How do we know
we’re making
progress?
To better track our incremental progress toward these long-term goals,
we need to better understand:
● How well we’re identifying students experiencing homelessness
● How they’re faring academically
● Interim measures that can help improve outcomes
*Note: Please see http://bit.ly/SHCatNAEHCY for links to additional data
resources to ﬁnd out what data your state is currently collecting!
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Education Leads Home
Current Early Childhood Metrics
Indicator/Measure

Data Source

Notes

Children ages 0-5 enrolled Early Head Start / Head Start (National federal child care data
is not yet publicly available, but
in ECE programs identiﬁed
will be in 1-3 years.)
as homeless LEA-funded preK
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Education Leads Home K-12 Metrics
Indicator/Measure
K-12 enrollment of students
identiﬁed as homeless
Absenteeism/attendance rates of
students identiﬁed as homeless

Data Source

Notes

National Center for Homeless Education 2016-2017

Missing School, Missing a Home (UM Poverty Solutions)

(One state example from Michigan)
(Currently available at both the state and LEA levels, but not
yet publicly available)

Dropout rates of students
identiﬁed as homeless

Falling Through the Cracks: Graduation and Dropout Rates Among
Michigan’s Homeless High School Students

(One state example from Michigan)
(Not yet publicly available, but available at both the state
and LEA levels)

Four-year graduation rate*

Achieve - Class of 2018 four-year graduation rate

(States reporting and states disaggregating by
homelessness)

Achieve - 9th grade on track

(States reporting and states disaggregating by
homelessness)

College and career-ready
assessments, measures, and
coursework completion

Achieve - CCR assessments
Achieve - CCR measures
Achieve - CCR coursework completion

(States reporting and states disaggregating by
homelessness)

Earning college credit in high
school*

Achieve - Earning college credit in high school

(States reporting and states disaggregating by
homelessness)

9th grade on track*

Education Leads Home K-12 Metrics

*

*Note: The 4-year ACGR for homeless students ranged between 45% to 88%.

Education Leads Home Postsecondary Metrics
Indicator/Measure

Data Source

Postsecondary enrollment (2017 Achieve - Postsecondary enrollment
graduates)*

Notes

(States reporting and states
disaggregating by homelessness)

*Data may include students who
attend a state’s two-year and
four-year systems, public and private
institutions, and in-state and
out-of-state institutions.
Students applying to a postsecondary FAFSA Application Volume Reports
program
Homelessness Reported for Federal Student Aid Applicants (2014-2017, by
state)
California Community Colleges (CCC) application

(Total students)

(FAFSA applicants who indicated
homelessness and were veriﬁed.)

EMBARK Georgia public school system application
Basic needs access College and University Basic Needs Insecurity: A National#RealCollege
Survey Report (The Hope Center)
The Hope Center

(Estimates of homelessness on
college campuses for both
4-year and community colleges.)

Want to see how one state is leveraging data
to measure progress?
●
●

●

A 2019 report on Washington state K-12 students experiencing homelessness
Includes link to new online dashboard
○ School district, legislative district, and county data
○ Demographics of students experiencing homelessness
○ Outcome rates in attendance, English language arts proﬁciency, mathematics
proﬁciency, and on-time graduation
Goal: enhance the knowledge of education practitioners and state and local
policymakers
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How do you know how students
experiencing homelessness are doing?
●
●

●

●

Let’s take a few minutes to each review the metrics
self-assessment we’ve distributed.
At a glance, how many of these metrics does your
district track? Do you know what is available at the
state level? How might you ﬁnd out?
Which of the metrics do you think are most important
to assess progress and draw attention to the needs of
students experiencing homelessness?
Are there other metrics that can help measure
progress, and that can be disaggregated by homeless
status?

www.educationleadshome.org
@EDULeadsHome

Education
Leads Home
Work To Date

As the data suggest, ELH is a
long-term campaign. Our ﬁrst
few years have focused on
taking deliberate steps to
position the campaign for
success over time.

1.

Establishing the campaign

2.

Raising awareness and gaining
commitment to take action

3.

Disseminating and replicating best
practices and policies that move us
toward the ELH goals

4.

Informing state and federal policy
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Core Partners:
●
●
●
●
●

SchoolHouse Connection
Civic
America’s Promise Alliance
Institute for Children, Poverty &
Homelessness
EducationCounsel

Oﬃcial Launch:
March 2018 at SXSW EDU

Establishing the Campaign
Designed goals, objectives,
and core activities
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Raising Awareness &
Gaining Commitment
to Action

Raising Awareness & Gaining
Commitment to Action

#1 Website and social media presence established.

Raising Awareness & Gaining
Commitment to Action

#2 Youth policy assemblies in Washington, DC.

Raising Awareness & Gaining
Commitment to Action

#3

Embedding homeless students in
existing education discussions
(equity and inclusion, positive
discipline, absenteeism, graduation,
social/emotional learning, college and
career readiness, preK-readiness).

Raising Awareness & Gaining
Commitment to Action

#4

Publications:
●
●
●

First-ever analysis of the graduation rates of homeless students (covered in Education Week
and USA Today)
State snapshots with state-speciﬁc data, from early childhood through higher education
(FAFSA), to provide baseline data
Original research on the extent of youth homelessness (under-identiﬁcation),
disproportionality, and health risks, with speciﬁc action steps for schools (Youth Risk
Behavior Survey data)

Disseminating and Replicating Policies and Practices
that Move Us Toward ELH Goals

“Bright Spots”
●

Qualitative analysis of
best practices in TX,
MI, and VA
(complementing
Building Changes’
analysis for
Washington state)

Training and Tools
●

Webinars, in-person
trainings, and tools
speciﬁcally designed
to drive action and
progress on
campaign goals

2019 Focus
●
●

Identiﬁcation
Chronic Absenteeism
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State Partnerships
on Student
Homelessness

●
●
●
●

●

Overall purpose: achieve measurable progress toward
at least one of ELH’s three goals
Visible support from higher-level stakeholder
(application required governor to endorse)
Activities are based on state’s respective educational
priorities and unique demographics
Represents an innovative “learning lab” to identify
practices and policies that can be replicated
nationwide
Currently supporting six states (CA, OR, WA, KY, NV, HI)
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State Partnerships
Project Theory of
Change

Invest in
local and
state ideas

Establish a
collaborative
network

Seed new,
replicable
strategies and
solutions

Effect
broad-scale
change
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What strategies have we seen that enable
progress toward the ELH Campaign’s three
goals?
In addition to the State Partnerships Project, we’ve been on a search for
what works to affect tangible, large-scale change:
● What stories do we tell to increase awareness and compel action?
● How do we identify the practices and policies that demonstrably
move us toward the goals?
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ELH’s Early
Childhood Goal

●

●

●

Philadelphia’s Building Early Links for Learning (BELL)
project connects the city’s emergency and transitional
housing system with its EC community to better support
healthy development of children 0-5 experiencing
homelessness:
○
From 2017 to 2018, the number of homeless
families enrolled in HS increased by 33.
○
37 house/community meetings provided child
development information and enrollment
assistance to almost 350 parents.
CT’s Head Start State Collaboration Oﬃce used ACF’s
Early Childhood Self-Assessment Tool for Family Shelters
to strengthen housing and early childhood connections:
○
In two years, enrollment of homeless families in HS
and EHS increased by 50%.
The Oﬃce of HS’s “Home at Head Start” campaign has
set the goal of enrolling 10,000 more children
experiencing homelessness into HS and EHS programs in
2019:
○
Stay tuned for results!
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ELH’s K-12 Goal
●

●

●

●

Metro Nashville Public Schools used chronic
absenteeism data to lobby for funding to hire
additional staff--and saw a 7.2% reduction in the
district chronic absenteeism rate by the end of the
school year.
In Oregon, Second Home participants in Beaverton
School District have a 96% graduation rate--while the
overall rate for homeless students in BSD is 49%.
In Washington state, Spokane Public Schools used
graduation coaches to raise the graduation rate by
over 15% within three years.
Improving email communication between State
Coordinators and district liaisons in three states (NM,
NJ, NY) resulted in the identiﬁcation of over 3,000
additional students experiencing homelessness.
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ELH’s Postsecondary Goal
Texas &
Louisiana
Currently require FAFSA
completion as a condition of
high school graduation

Fairfax County
Public Schools, VA
& Fresno Uniﬁed
School District, CA

St. Lucie Public
Schools, FL
Hosted McKinney-Vento
“Opportunity Tours”

Recently started to maintain
data on the number of
M-V-eligible students who
enroll in college.

●
Comparing LA’s class of 2018 to the class
of 2012: 23% more total seniors enrolled in
postsecondary institutions and nearly 5,000
more economically disadvantaged seniors
enrolled.

●

June 2019: 88/153 FCPS seniors
experiencing homelessness had
committed to attend an institution of
higher learning.
In the last two years, Fresno USD has
hired two Academic Counselors who
work exclusively with grades 8-12 FY
and M-V-eligible youth.

Since the tours of introducing
McKinney-Vento-eligible seniors to their local
state college, student-initiated requests for
homeless veriﬁcation forms (necessary to
apply to the Florida College System’s 28 public
colleges) have been on the rise.

●
●

●

What stories or data are you sharing to increase awareness of
homeless students in your community?
What strategies are you using to demonstrably increase early
childhood, K-12, and/or postsecondary outcomes for students
experiencing homelessness?
How can the ELH campaign best support your efforts?

Looking to the Future

Establish a
“chunked” timeline
to meet the high
school graduation
goal

Establish more
reﬁned metrics for
the early childhood
and postsecondary
goals

Establish and grow
a community of
practice

Leverage more
robust/strategic
use of media

National ELH
Convening
● February
2021 in
Austin, TX.
Save the
date, and
stay tuned
for details!
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Youth Leadership and Scholarship Application Open
Scholarship open to applicants:
● Born on or after November 11, 1999
● Entering college for the ﬁrst time in the
2020-21 school year
● Who have experienced homelessness
within the last 6 years
DC Summit
Leaders in policy, advocacy, and mentorship

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org
/youth-leadership/scholarship-program/

Questions?

Contact Information:
Matt Atwell, matwell@civicenterprises.net
Katie Brown, katie@schoolhouseconnection.org
Barbara Duﬃeld, barbara@schoolhouseconnection.org

Let’s Get
Social
#1
www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection

#2
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection/groups/

#3
https://twitter.com/SchoolHouseConn

